
International Vincentian Music Festival

Followers of Jesus Christ,
Servants of the poor.

Objectives
• In continuity with the Film Festival that was organized by the Vincentian Family

(October 2018), we now announce the International Vincentian Music Festival. This
is another means for artistic expression and for evangelization and is intended to
stimulate the artistic creation of writers and composers of Catholic Vincentian mu-
sic. This is also another means of spreading and making known the charism that we
have inherited from Vincent de Paul and his followers.

Participants
• All writers and composers can participate in this festival as long as they adhere to the

guidelines of the festival.
• If one is a minor (under the age of 18) then in addition to the required documenta-

tion said individual must also submit a paper authorizing his/her participation in the
festival and this document must be signed by a parent or legal guardian.

Development
• The theme of the Festival is: Followers of Jesus Christ, Servants of the Poor.
• The songs must, therefore, develop the theme: the vocation which we are called to as

a result of the charism which we have received from Saint Vincent de Paul, the call to
follow Christ and to serve Christ in the person of the poor. This vocation is common
to the laity and the religious who are members of the Vincentian Family.

• On the web page (http://festival.vincentians.com) one will find articles and mate-
rial that contains some ideas with regard to the development of the proposed theme.

• All the songs must be original and unpublished (composed specifically for this festi-
val) … this includes the lyrics and the music. Minimum length of time for the song is
two and a half minutes and maximum length is four minutes. Very important: it is
the responsibility of the author and / or the person sending the song to guarantee
that the song sent is original and unpublished. The organization of this festival
has no responsibility, present or future, in this aspect.

• The style of music is open (pop, rock, jazz, etc.). We are not looking for music to be
used in a liturgical setting nor some form of classical music. We are looking for mu-



sic that is directed toward young people today.
• The text of the song should be English although some verse can be written in another 

language.
• The musical compositions can be sent through the web page 

http://festival.vincentians.com or through email sent to festival@vincentians.com.
• Individuals authors can submit no more than three songs … each song, however, 

must be submitted individually.
• When submitting a song, the following information is needed:

• A copy of the recorded song in MP3 format. A homemade recording with some 
instrumentation is sufficient (the quality of the recording will not be judged),

• A document (in Word, RTF, PDF, etc.) that contains the title of the song, the name 
of the author(s) of the music and the lyrics. Also the music with its chords and 
score must be submitted.

• A copy of the text (Word, RTF, PDF, etc.) with personal contact information of the 
person submitting the recording: full name, date of birth, mailing address, email 
address, telephone number.

• The various musical compositions will be published on the web page.
• All material must be received by July 31, 2020

Judges and Prizes
• Beginning on August 1, 2020, a panel of judges composed of Vincentians and Mu-

sicians will judge the individual pieces that have been submitted and will select 15 
compositions.

• The panel will judge the lyrics and the melody of the songs that have been submitted 
(they will not judge the quality of the recording).

• The decision of the judges will be published on the festival website on August 15, 
2020. The organizers of the Festival may declare it void if there are 
insufficient contributions.

• The authors of the music give the International Vincentian Family the right to use 
and record their work.

• The 15 works that are selected will become a disc that is recorded by 
professional musicians and interpreters. This work will be done in the first half of 
2020 and final editing will be done by the end of 2020.

• The organizers of the Festival reserve the right to modify some aspects of the selected 
musical compositions (text, melody or musical arrangement) when final recording 
and editing is done.

• Each author of the 15 songs will receive 10 copies of the disc as well as a certificate 
signed by the President of the Executive Committee of the International Vincentian 
Family, Father Tomaž Mavrič, CM.

• Matters that might arise and that are not taken into consideration in this document 
will be resolved by the organizers of this event.

This web page 
will also include 
(out of compe-
tition) a section 
where you can 
upload already 
composed Vin-
centian songs, 
over the years, 
as a reposito-
ry of materials 
that can be used 
worldwide.


